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and by 21 October Windischgratz was master of the
capital.
But Hungary was still unsubdued. The task was too
much for the Emperor Ferdinand. On 2 December 1848,
ACCESSION OF ^e abdicated in favour of his nephew the
FRANCIS          Archduke Francis Joseph, who at the age of
JOSEPH           eighteen assumed the heavy burden of the
Imperial Crown.
The Hungarians at once refused to acknowledge the new
sovereign; war broke out; the Hungarians were badly
beaten at Kapolna (2 February 1849) I the Hungarian Con-
stitution was rescinded, and Hungary was incorporated in
the Austrian Empire. In the guerrilla warfare that followed
the Magyars under Kossuth and Gorgei more than held their
own, and on 14 April Kossuth proclaimed the independence
of Hungary and the perpetual exclusion of the House of
Habsburg from their throne. In the name of legitimacy the
Emperor now appealed to the Czar Nicholas. Russia re-
sponded with 200,000 men; the rebellion was crushed;
Hungary lost all its independent rights and was reduced
to a state of simple vassalage. The remnants of rebellion
were stamped out with ferocity: hundreds of patriots
were sent to the gallows; Kossuth escaped to Eng-
land.
Victorious over its foes in Italy, in Bohemia and in Hun-
gary the Austrian Government, now in the strong hands of
Schwarzenberg, gave short shrift to its German subjects.
The ' March laws' were repealed, and Metternich's auto-
cratic and centralized system was restored. From Vienna
the reaction spread to Berlin and the lesser courts; the
revolutionary impulse of 1848 was spent. Absolutism was
once more supreme.
It has been shown that as regards the domestic liberties
of the several States the revolutionary year left little per-
manent impress tipon Germany, least of all upon its two
leading States. How fared it with the movement towards
national unity ?
So far back as October 1847, repre$entatiyes from the